[Physical characteristics of stripping veins preserved at 4 degrees C and usable as artery substitutes].
The mechanical behavior of varicosis veins harvested during stripping and preserved at 4 degrees C has been investigated by measuring the compliance, the yield strain, the yield stress and the longitudinal Young's modulus. No relationship has been demonstrated between those parameters and external factors such as age, sex, storage duration and bacteremic contamination. The mechanical behavior of such veins is unpredictable. Therefore, it is mandatory to proceed through individual and non-destructive quality control tests to obtain a selection of grafts suitable for implantation. Moreover, implantation should be oriented towards patients who are able to visit the hospital frequently since the healing capacity of the venous homograft is unpredictable.